E.ATICH AND  HIS EDUCATIONAL CLAIMS        2^
become somewhat known.1 In linguistic training he a time" were
insisted, like all realists, that one " should first study the
vernacular" as an introduction to other languages. He
also held to the principle of "one thing at a time and
often repeated/' By this he meant that, in studying a
language, one should master a single book. At Kothen,
as soon as the children knew their letters, they were
required to learn Genesis thoroughly for the sake of their
German. Each chapter was read twice by the teacher,
while the pupils followed the text with their finger.
When they could read the book perfectly, they were
taught grammar from it as a text. The teacher pointed
out the various parts of speech and made the children
find other examples, and then had them decline, con-
jugate and parse. In taking up Latin, a play of Ter-
ence was used in a similar fashion. A translation was
read to the pupils several times before they were shown
the original; then the Latin was translated to them from
the text; next, the class was drilled in grammar; and
finally, the boys were required to turn German sentences
into Latin after the style of Terence. This method may
have produced a high degree of concentration, but it was
liable to result in monotony and want of interest, unless
skilfully administered.
Another formulation of Ratich's, whereby he insisted
1 Methodus Institutionis Nova Ratichii et Ratichianorum, published by
Johannes Rhenius at Leipzig in 1626.